ach year the Gallup Organization conducts an annual survey rating honesty and ethics of the professions. In the 200 I poll, conducted through telephone interviews of a randomly selected national sample of 1,005 adults , the top three professions rated high or very high in terms of honesty and ethical standard s included firefighters (90%), nurses (84%), and the U.S. military (8 1%) (see Figure) . As reported by the Gallup News Service:
In thc wake ofthc September I I terrorist attacks in the United Stales. firefighters and other rescue personncl have been widely prai sed for their heroics as they risked their lives to save others caught in the devastation of thc attack s (Ga llup, 200 I).
The annual Gallup Poll was conducted in November of 2001 and is the first year when Ameri can s were asked to rate firefighters and members of the military, and only the third year that nurses were rated . Nurses came in first in 1999 (the first year of nurse inclusion in the survey) and in 2000 , given high rating s by 73% and 79% of Americans in each of the respective year s, and supplant- The survey result s repre sent a powerful message sent by the American consumer recogni zing the value and importance of integrity and respectfulness in service delivery. Why are nurse s viewed so highly by the public related to ethical beh avior? Some of the answers may be found in the premi se that health care consumers rely on health care profe ssionals to provide consistent and quality health care. In nursing, this has roots in the values of caring, advocacy, and accountability.
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Caring is a value widely recognized in the nurse-client relationship that is specifically directed toward the protection of clients' health and welfare. the commitment to human dignity, and its characteri zation as a moral duty to preserving human health (Fry, 1994; Pellegrino, 1985) . Bishop (1996) points out that caring is a way of being with others that assures them of personal concern for their well being. This way of being fosters trust, mutual concern, and positive attitudes that promote good health. When a caring presence pervades a health care setting, the whole atmosphere of that setting is transformed so that not only is sound therapy fostered but clients also appreciate, take pride in, and feel part of the health care endeavor.
As an advocate, the nurse speaks for or in support of the best interests of the client, including populations at risk. An advocate has been described as someone who helps othe rs do what they cannot do without help, but does so in a way that liberates them from limitations imposed by their disability (Bishop, 1996) . In addition , this means the nurse takes appropriate action in any instances of incompetent, illegal , or unethical practice by health care profes sionals or any action on the part of others that places the right s or best interests of the client in jeopardy (American Nursing Association, 2000) .
Accountability correlates to the client's rights to competent levels of nursing care. It specifies the nurse will be held answerable for providing health care services consistent with performan ce standards. The public expects nurses to perform competent care that reflects a moral sense inherent in competent nursing practice (Bishop, 1996) . However, competent nurses are then expected to go further to become proficient and expert practitioners by virtue of continuing education and experience. Thi s then allows the nurse to increase collaborative professional judgment in decision making that is honored and trusted by colleagues and the public.
In their profession, nurses have long strived to provide the public with qualit y care while expanding both the nature and scope of services within the legal framework for prac- tice . Nurses have an ethical interest in doing good for their client s, including fostering self determination and j ustice . On a daily basis, nurses perform many activitie s and intervention s in doing good acts for clients. What the pub lic seems to sense is that the nurse is concerned with empowering the client to make appropri ate health care choices. All nurses can take pride in knowing the American consumer recognizes and values their experti se and professionalism. Pelli grin o, E. ( 1985) . 
